ALDER BUCKTHORN, BLACK ALDER,

alnits Mill.

249. Alder Buckthorn, Frangu/a o/nus Mil!. (X f); shrub;
branches alternate, without thorns, hairy when young; winter
buds not covered with scales; leaves broadly elliptic to obovate,

rounded at the basc^
triangular at the apex,
H-2 in. long, entire,
glabrous above, pubes-
cent on the nerves below
when young, lateral
nerves about 7 pairs,
line, looped within the
margin and with fine
cross nerves; stipules
soon falling off; flowers
(B; X li) bisexual, sev-
eral in each leaf-axil;
stalks hairy; buds CA)
angular; sepals 5, tinned
in the lower half, ovate,
valvate in bud; petals
. 5, small and narrow,,
embracing the 5 sta-
mens, one opposite each
petal; anthers 2-locular,
facing and curved in-
wards; ovary (Q x 2)
in the base of the calyx
and surrounded by nec-
tar, 3-locular; style undivided; fruit (D, X 1J) globose, black
when ripe, about J in. diam, (synonym Rhammis frangtda L.)
(family Rhanmaceae).

Compared with the drawing of Rhamnns cathartica L., shown
in fig. 56 in Common Wild Flowers, it will be seen that the species
described above differs in having bisexual flowers, with 5 sepals,
5 petals and 5 Stamens. On account of these differences the Al-
der Buckthorn is now often referred to a separate genus, Fratiguta.
The anthers are ripe before the stigma of the same flower is
receptive, so that cross-pollination is'effected when insects visi
to suck the nectar, which is secreted within the base of the ,caly>
and around the ovary.
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